Script to the lesson 
“A trip along the Thames”

(10th grade)

Teacher: 

There are a lot of amazing places in the world. Have a look at the photos of some capital cities. I hope these cities are easily recognizable. What city is presented in each photo? What country is it the capital of? 

Students:
Picture 1 shows Deli, the capital city of India. (key: a country in South Asia, the second most populous country. It is home of the largest film-making industry – Bollywood.)
Picture 2 presents London, the capital city of Great Britain (England, the UK). We can see London’s famous landmarks – Big Ben and the London Eye. 

Picture 3 shows Paris, the capital city of France. We can see Paris’ famous landmark – the Eiffel Tower.

In picture 4 we can see Moscow, the capital city of Russia with its breathtaking view of the Kremlin, Red Square and Cathedrals in the distance.
Teacher:
What is the most obvious similarity between the cities presented in the pictures? (What do these cities have in common)?
Students: 

The most obvious similarity between the cities is that they lie on rivers.

Teacher: 

Do you have any ideas why it is very common for major cities to be located near or on rivers? Certainly, such location  has some advantages (benefits). Discuss that with your partner, share your ideas. (there are some useful expressions in your handouts)
Students:

First of all, a river is a source of fresh (drinking) water. Secondly, it supplies people with fish and work. What’s more, in the past a waterway was the main means of transportation, communication and trade. Besides, we need water for farm industry (to water plants and farm animals). Water from a river can be used in emergency case (e.g. to fight a fire). Last but not least, it’s wonderful to spend time by the river on a hot sunny day. Nowadays all major cities are famous for their amazing embankments. 
Useful expressions:
Breathtaking view

The most obvious similarity is that (the common feature)
Benefit (advantage)

A source of …

Supply smb. with smth. 

Provide smb. with smth.
Serves as …

In case of emergency 

Firstly, secondly, what’s more, besides, moreover, last but not least
Teacher: 

Today we a going to visit London and take a virtual trip along the Thames.

But before we set off, let us make sure that we’re ready for the trip. As you know, the UK is a country with some peculiarities. 
First of all let’s focus on London’s climate. I suggest two girls acting out a dialogue. Discuss what you should keep in mind to avoid possible holiday problems related to bad weather in London. While the girls are getting ready, let’s review some weather idioms. 
· Льёт как из ведра – It rains cats and dogs. Translate into English: Дождь лил как из ведра, поэтому все авиа рейсы были задержаны. (It was raining cats and dogs, so all flights were delayed)

· Беда не приходит одна. Беды обрушиваются не дождем, а ливнем. – It never rains but it pours. Translate into English: В понедельник Джек опоздал на работу. Во вторник он поссорился с подругой. В среду он потерял телефон. Беда не приходит одна. (On Monday Jack was late for work. On Tuesday he quarreled with his girlfriend. On Wednesday he lost his mobile phone. It never rains but it pours.)

·  Нет худа без добра. Сквозь каждую тучку пробивается луч надежды. – Every cloud has a silver lining. Translate into English: Хотя они и проиграли в матче, они приобрели ценный опыт. Нет худа без добра. (Although they had lost a match, they got a good / valuable experience. Every cloud has a silver lining)
· После дождика всегда появляется радуга. - After the rain, comes the rainbow. Translate into English: Не печалься! После дождик всегда появляется радуга! (Don’t be sad! After the rain, comes the rainbow.)
Students:

· We’re going to London next week!
· Yes, I’m looking forward to seeing London’s tourist attractions.

· Do you remember that the weather is often unpredictable in London? In the morning it’s sunny, after a while it may rain cats and dogs.
· Oh, that’s nothing to worry about! Let’s buy two trendy umbrellas, rubber boots and raincoats.

· Great idea. My favourite colour is pink. We’ll look awesome in pink raincoats, pink rubber boots and under pink umbrellas. What’s more, this way we’ll never lose each other because we‘ll always stand out in the crowd.. 

· You know what they say “better safe than sorry”.
Teacher: 
All right! Now I am sure that nasty weather won’t spoil our trip to London.
By the way, how is your English? You need to have a very good command of English if you want to feel at home in Britain.

Let’s practice English Grammar, the past tenses.

Students: 
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Teacher: 
As you know, English is the native language of such countries as the UK, the USA, Australia, Canada and some others. However, there are some differences in vocabulary. Let’s have one more challenge comparing British English to American English so that you would not be misunderstood like one of my friends. My friend is married to an American. Once while they were walking downtown, my friend said “let’s cross the road at the zebra crossing”. On hearing that her husband started looking around in search of zebras. In fact, in the USA they use a crosswalk instead British “a zebra crossing”.
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Teacher: 
So, it’s time for our trip along the Thames. The first stop is by the Tower of London. Let’s listen to … who will be our guide around this place for today. While listening don’t forget to tick off the statements in your handouts as true / false.
Student: 

Tower of London.

The Tower of London was started in 1066 by William the Conqueror. He built his fortress beside the River Thames to protect London from enemies. The Tower has been many things throughout its 900-year history: a palace, a fortress, a prison, a place of execution, and even a zoo. Today, the Tower is a historical museum. 
The Tower of London is the oldest fortress in Europe. It was almost impossible for the enemy to enter the Tower and it was even harder to leave it. The walls of the White Tower are 27 metres high and 4,6 metres thick at the base.

Special guards, known as beefeaters, look after the Tower and take care of the black ravens that live there. There is an ancient legend that the Tower and Great Britain will fall if the ravens ever leave the fortress. That’s why they get meat and biscuits every day. But their wings are clipped so that they can’t fly away.

The Beefeaters have guarded the Tower since the reign of Henry VIII. To become a beefeater today you have to serve in the army for at least 22 years. Today, they work mostly as guides. They show people around and tell stories about all the terrible things that have happened here. No one knows more about the history and secrets of the Tower than these famous men.

Teacher: 

Thank you, … for your marvelous and very detailed presentation. It was a real pleasure to listen to you.
Ребята, небольшая историческая справка на русском языке:
Вильге́льм I  Завоева́тель - король Англии с 1066 года. Восшествие Вильгельма на престол имело огромные последствия для развития Англии. Он основал единое Английское королевство, утвердил законоположения и систему управления им, создал армию и флот, провёл первую земельную перепись («Книга страшного суда»), начал строить каменные крепости (первой в 1078 году стал Тауэр). Английский язык обогатился многими сотнями французских слов. 
Teacher:

As you know England gave the world lots of well-known writers and poets. William Shakespeare is one of them. Let’s go on an excursion to see famous Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre in London.

Student:
In Shakespeare’s time the Globe Theatre was highly successful. Since there  was little artificial light, performances were held in daylight, in the afternoon. People could enjoy the tragedies and comedies by the greatest playwright William Shakespeare. The lower classes stood during a performance and paid one penny to see the play. The box they paid their entrance fee into gave rise to the term ‘box office’. Around the central yard there were galleries of seating which were more expensive than standing area. After years of success, the Globe was burned in 1630 during a performance of Henry VIII when a theatrical cannon went off. The present Theatre is a replica of the original one. The present Shakespeare Globe Theatre was formally opened in 1997 and, ever since it has become one of London’s most prestigious cultural landmarks. It perfectly recreates the original Theatre architecture. At the Globe Theatre, both the stage and the audience are located outdoors. Shakespeare plays are held on a regular basis during the summer months and in the winter months it is used for educational purposes.
Teacher:

Thank you, … .Your report was very intersting. You’ve been a great tourist guide. Do you want to have a bird’s eye view of London? Then let’s have a ride on the London Eye.
Student:

The London Eye is London's popular tourist attraction. It is a huge wheel designed to celebrate the Millenium year 2000. The observation wheel turns slowly enough. A complete turn takes about thirty minutes. Thanks to the construction of the glass capsules the passengers have a great 360 degree view over London. Many famous landmarks are clearly visible, including Buckingham Palace, St. Paul's Cathedral and the Houses of Parliament. On a clear day you can see as far as forty kilometers. Make sure you get your tickets in advance, lines can be very long, It's less crowded at night when the views are even more spectacular.
Teacher: 

Thank you, … for your interesting report. We can’t wait to have a ride on the London Eye in real life.

Teacher: 

Now we’re going to check the task you were doing while listening to our guides. Which of the statements did you mark as true / false?
1. The Tower of London was started by William the Conqueror. (T)
2. Nowadays beefeaters are mostly known as keepers of the Tower.  (T)
3. The London Eye was built in 2010. (F)
4. Nowadays the London Eye is not so popular as it was before. (F)
5. The term ‘a box-office success’ dates back to Shakespeare’s time. (T)
6. The Globe Theatre is a must-see for anyone who is interested in the world culture. (T)
Teacher:

Finally, let’s watch a short video enjoying a magnificent bird’s eye view of London landmarks from the London Eye.
Let’s watch a video to check your answers.








